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Introduction 


This account focuses on the history of George Crewe, his Crewe forebears back to his 
grandparents, his siblings, children and grandchildren. 


George's life combined success with sadness. The youngest child from a humble 
background, he qualified as a wood turner and was self-employed for most of his 
working life. However, by 1851 his wife had returned to her native town and 
remained there in poverty for the final 16 years of her life - we can only speculate 
about the reasons for this. George remained at Chester, outliving at least three of his 
six children. Nevertheless, his present-day descendants are numerous. 


Many ancient parishes in Cheshire embraced large geographical areas with subsidiary 
townships. The townships most relevant to the history of this Crewe family are: 


Parish Township 
Bunbury Beeston 
Farndon Clutton 
Malpas Broxton 
Tilston Carden 


Clutton, Broxton, Carden, Tilston and Farndon are all less than five miles from each 
other and about ten miles south of the centre of Chester. 


References to events at the following parish churches or churchyards within the City 
of Chester simply identify them by their dedication: 


Holy Trinity 

St John the Baptist 
St Martin 

St Mary on the Hill 
St Michael 

St Oswald 


The 1841 census included about 67 people in Cheshire with their surname recorded 
as Crewe, Crew or Crue. The name appears to originate from the names of two 
places in the county: 
e Achapelry about 23 miles from Chester which in the 19th century developed 
rapidly to become the well-known railway junction town, and 
e A township (Sometimes known as Crewe-by-Farndon) in the parish of 
Farndon, nine miles south of Chester. 


It is unlikely that everybody with the Crewe surname who has lived in Cheshire are 
related to each other in an ascertainable way. 


Searches for the baptisms, marriages and burials indicated in the text from the 
whole of Cheshire and Flintshire have been done on the FamilySearch and 
FindMyPast websites; the results are subject to the accuracy and completeness of 
their indexes and the survival of the original records. As far as possible, the entries 
found there have been checked with their primary sources. 
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Civil registration was introduced in England and Wales in July 1837. Births, 
marriages and deaths registered from then onwards have been sought in the 
FreeBMD index. For the periods when the following details are not included in that 
particular index, the General Register Office’s online indexes have been consulted in 
order to harvest: 

e maiden name of mother (births registered before July 1911) 

e age (deaths registered before 1866). 


In some cases, the full details registered for such events that occurred during the 
civil registration period have been obtained from certificates or parish registers. 


If you find that any of the Internet links cited no longer work or lead to destinations 
that have changed for the worse, you may be able to find the material formerly 
connected with that link by using the Wayback Machine at: 

https://archive.org/web 


I am grateful to Neil Jackson, my mother’s 3rd cousin, for sharing his knowledge of 
and insights into the Crewe family and the history of Chester, as well as allowing me 
to use pictures from his Crewe family album. The pictures of people included there 
have been identified from captions or family recollections, except for the photograph 
that is ascribed to George Crewe himself. That portrait is placed at the beginning of 
the family album and the style of clothing is consistent with it having been taken 
around the 1860s. There does not appear to be any other member of the Crewe 
family of the apparent age of the subject who could be that person. Apart from the 
photograph in Appendix A of Mary Ann Evans & Charles Frederick Read, all pictures 
of individuals are from the Crewe family album. 


When embarking on Crewe family history many years ago, I was pleased to receive 
help and encouragement from George’s great granddaughter, Esther Crewe, and her 
nephew, John Long. They were both residents of Chester but, alas, are both no 
longer with us. 


Thank you to: 

e Cheshire Archives & Local Studies and Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru - The 
National Library of Wales for curating and making available parish registers 
and other historical documents that relate to Cheshire and Flintshire 
respectively. 

e Internet Archive, FamilySearch, the National Library of Scotland, Altrincham & 
Bowdon Civic Society and the National Library of Australia for making freely 
available online digitised versions of books, maps, newspapers and other 
resources. 


Any errors are of course down to me. 


My own connection to the Crewe family is that Mary Ann Evans (1860-1949), one of 
George’s grandchildren, was my great grandmother (see Appendix A). 


Francis Howcutt 
25 February 2024 
francishowcutt@qmail.com 
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Richard Crewe & Mary Walley - grandparents 


On 13 April 1739, ‘Richard Crewe of Buston in the parish of Bunbury and Mary Walley 
of the same place’ were married at Chester Cathedral. ‘Buston’ evidently means 
Beeston, which was about three miles west of Bunbury parish church. A licence had 
been obtained on the same day for the union, the allegation for which adds the 
information that Richard was a 24-year-old yeoman and that Mary was aged ‘25 
years or thereabouts’. His signature on the marriage licence bond demonstrates that 
Richard could write. 


( he ch Bid C308 ? 


It has not been possible to identify which (if any) of the baptisms in Cheshire around 
1714 with the name Mary Walley is that of the bride. 


The wedding in 1739 is the only one found in Cheshire or Flintshire between 1700 
and 1759 of a man called Richard Crewe, so it is probable that there was only one 
Richard Crewe available in the vicinity to father the children born in wedlock who 
were baptised in that county during the period from 1739 to 1765. The baptisms and 
burials of eleven different children with a father called Richard Crewe have been 
found in the county during that period and checked in the relevant parish registers. 
None of these records state the mother’s name, but many of them do provide the 
name of the township or road where the family was living at the time. 


Baptised Married Buried 
Elizabeth | 1740 Bunbury from 

Beeston 
Anne 1741 Bunbury from 

Beeston 


Richard 1745 Bunbury from | Elizabeth Evans 1780 1815 Farndon 
Crimes Lane 


Hanna 1746 Bunbury from 1747 Bunbury from Crimes 
Crimes Lane Lane 

Robert 1748 Bunbury Elizabeth Rowland 1775 | 1821 St Oswald 

Samuel 1748 Bunbury 

John 1749 Bunbury 1750/1 Farndon from Clutton 

Thomas 1751 Farndon from Clutton 

Hannah 1751 Farndon from Clutton 

Thomas 1754 Farndon from Clutton 

Sarah 1758 Farndon from Clutton 


This set of records indicates that Richard, Mary and their children moved the seven 
miles from Crimes Lane (which is in Beeston township) to Clutton in 1749 or 1750. 


It seems that Clutton was home to Richard and Mary for the remainder of their lives, 
as Farndon parish register includes these burials: 

e 12 May 1789 - Richard Crew of Clutton, aged 79 

e 9 May 1791 - Mary Crew of Clutton, aged 84 
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The birth dates indicated by these burial records do not precisely accord with the 
ages reported when the marriage licence was granted in 1739: 


Source Richard Mary 
Marriage licence allegation | 1714-1715 | About 1713-1714 
Burial record 1709-1710 1706-1707 


It is reasonable to conclude Richard was probably born during 1709-1715 and Mary 
during 1706-1714. However, no baptism has been found in Cheshire or Flintshire of a 
Richard Crewe between 1671 and 1737. Therefore, it is not possible to identify 
George's forebears further back in a direct male line. 


It has not been established precisely where in Crimes Lane or at Clutton the Crewe 
family lived. However, facing the east end of Crimes Lane stand the ruins of Beeston 
Castle, which had been partly demolished during the Civil War. Members of the 
Crewe family who lived at Crimes Lane could hardly have missed seeing the 
remaining features of the castle almost every day whilst they lived in the vicinity. A 
part of Beeston Castle is displayed on this Victorian post card. 


Beeston Castle. 


Robert Crewe - father 


Bunbury parish register records the baptism on 8 July 1748 of ‘Sam/ & Robt sons of 
Richd Crew’. It does not say whether or not the children were twins. 


Robert Crew and Elizabeth Rowland were married on 6 November 1775 at Tilston. 
The allegation for their marriage licence had been submitted two days previously. It 
described Robert as a husbandman of ‘Cawarden’ (i.e. Carden) in the parish of 
Tilston, and a bachelor aged 25 years and upwards. Elizabeth was recorded as ‘of the 
same, aged 20 years and upwards, and a spinster by and with the Consent of George 
Rowland her natural and lawful Father’; this confirms that Elizabeth had not yet 
reached the age of 21 when she would have ceased to be a minor. Both Robert Crew 
and George Rowland, who was a labourer, inscribed their marks when they obtained 
the licence. Elizabeth’s age aligns very well with the christening recorded in Tilston 
parish register in 1755 of Elizabeth, daughter of George Rowland. 
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The known children of Robert and Elizabeth Crewe are: 


Name Baptism | Baptised at | Abode at | Married Died 
year baptism 

Samuel 1776 Harthill Broxton | Sarah Mort 1801 1853 

Elizabeth 1779 Coddington | Clutton 

Martha 1781 Coddington | Clutton William Soorn 1808 1848 

Hannah 1785 Coddington | Clutton n/a 1801 

Alice 1787 Tilston Carden Abraham Broomhall 1809 | 1839 

Robert 1791 Tilston Tilston Hannah Lewis 1817 1853 

Mary 1794 Tilston Tilston n/a 1875 

George 1796 St Oswald Mary Bradbury 1824 1872 


When the children Alice, Robert and Mary were baptised at Tilston, their father was 
described as a pauper. It may well have been hope of wider opportunities for 
employment that led Robert to move to Chester by the time of George’s baptism at 
St Oswald - the 1801 census counted 15,052 people living in Chester but only 257 in 
the parish of Tilston. However, Robert did not have an exalted position at Chester 
either — he was described as a labourer both when George was baptised and when 
his daughter Hannah was buried at St John the Baptist in 1801. 


Robert was evidently still alive in 1811 when his son George was apprenticed. 
Records of the death or burial of only two men called Robert Crew(e) have been 
found in Cheshire or Flintshire between 1811 and 1852 [1]: 


e Robert Crew of George Street, aged 73, buried at St Oswald on 15 February 
1821 
e Robert Crewe of Haughton, aged 80, buried at Bunbury on 21 February 1822. 


The age shown for the 1821 burial at Chester (but not the one at Bunbury in the 
following year) aligns with the date of the 1748 baptism and also with the age 
recorded when the licence for marriage to Elizabeth Rowland was obtained in 1775. 
The relevant details are: 


Source Stated age | Calculated birthdate 
1748 Baptism n/a 1748 

1775 Licence allegation 25 1749-1750 
1821 Chester burial 73 1747-1748 
1822 Bunbury burial 80 1741-1742 


Burial at Chester is consistent with the records of George Crewe and/or his father 
being resident there in 1796, 1801, 1811 and 1812. 


Elizabeth Rowland - mother 


Elizabeth, daughter of George Rowland of Carden, was baptised at Tilston on 25 May 
1755. She was the second of seven known children in the family. 


Like her husband, Elizabeth made her mark instead of signing her name in the 
register at the time of their marriage. 
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Only two women called Elizabeth Crew(e) have been found recorded as buried or 
dying in Cheshire or Flintshire between 1795 and 1855 with ages that indicate birth 
earlier than 1760 (i.e. at least 15 years before the 1775 Crewe & Rowland marriage). 
In addition, one was an adult with the name but without an age recorded. The three 
records are: 


ere 2 Abode Details | Age Calculated birthdate 
1797 Wrenbury n/a 
1823 St Oswald Gorse Stacks | Widow 67 1755-1756 
1827 Tilston Carden 76 1750-1751 


The 1775 marriage licence allegation indicates Elizabeth Rowland was born in 1754 
or 1755. The age for the 1823 burial at St Oswald closely aligns with that birthdate 
and with the 1755 baptism record. Moreover, Gorse Stacks was a road that 
continued from George Street - the place from which Robert Crewe had been buried 
in 1821. Therefore, it is not in doubt that Robert’s wife died in 1823 and that they 
were both buried at St Oswald. The Elizabeth Crewe who was buried at Tilston on 6 
April 1827 was almost certainly the widow of Richard Crewe, who had married 
Elizabeth Evans at Farndon in 1780 and was himself buried there from Clutton in 
1815, aged 73. 


Richard Crewe —- uncle 


‘Richd son of Richd Crew of Crimes Lane’ was baptised at Bunbury on 13 August 
1745. 


Farndon parish register records the marriage by banns on 30 November 1780 of 
Richard Crewe of this parish, a labourer, and Elizabeth Evans, a spinster. Richard 
signed his name but Elizabeth made her mark. There is little doubt that the groom 
was the person who had been baptised at Bunbury 35 years previously because: 

e It has been established that the Crewe family from Crimes Lane moved to 
Clutton township in Farndon parish. 

e The age of 73 recorded when Richard Crew of Clutton was buried on 2 
February 1815 indicates birth about 1742. The baptism of Richard Crewe at 
Bunbury on 13 August 1745 took place 44 months after that of his next 
preceding sibling and only 12 months before that of the next following sibling. 
This pattern suggests that the Richard baptised in 1745 may not have been a 
new-born at that stage and could well have been approximately 73 years old 
in 1815. 

e The only other baptism of a Richard Crewe found in Cheshire during 1730- 
1767 was at Acton in 1746/7 of a child of Thomas & Margaret Crewe of 
Edelston. Edelston is about six miles from Houghton - the hamlet from which 
a Richard Crewe - quite possibly the one who had been baptised at Acton - 
married Deborah Arrowsmith at Bunbury in 1765. 


In the 18th century, it was uncommon for a first marriage to take place at as high an 
age as 35. This prompts the thought that Richard may have had an earlier marriage. 
However, no record of such union has been located in Cheshire. 
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Baptism records have been found at Tilston for these three children of Richard 
Crewe, with the latter two including the mother’s name as Elizabeth: 


Baptism Abode Buried 
Ann 1781 Carden 
John 1790 Clutton 1814 Farndon 
Thomas 1796 Clutton 


Richard was described as a pauper when the baptism of his son John was registered. 


Richard Crew of Clutton was buried at Farndon on 2 February 1815. It is probable 
that Elizabeth Crewe of Carden whose burial on 6 April 1827 at the age of 76 was 
recorded in Tilston parish register was Richard’s widow. Carden and Clutton are 
adjacent townships. 


Samuel Crewe - brother 


On 20 October 1776, Samuel son of Robert and Elizabeth Crewe of Broxton was 
baptised at Harthill. Two other boys with his name have been found in Cheshire 
parish registers as being baptised during the 1770s: 
e At Wrenbury - 5 January 1774 - Saml son of Thos & Mary Crew of Wrenbury 
e At Wybunbury - 12 October 1777 - Samuel son of Robert Crewe of Hough 
None of the three appear to have died in infancy. 


Esther Crewe (1897-1982), who was a granddaughter of George Crewe’s son Philip, 
recalled that the long-established family of butchers at Chester with the Crewe 
surname were her relatives; this greatly strengthens the likelihood that their 
forebear Samuel Crewe who was buried at Chester in 1853 was George Crewe’s older 
brother and not one of the two baptised at Wrenbury or Wybunbury whose 
relationships to George, if any, are not known. 


On 11 June 1801, Samuel Crewe a labourer married Sarah Mort, a spinster, at St 
Oswald. Both were stated to live in the parish and both made their mark in the 
register. The witnesses were Thomas Edwards and Elizabeth Crewe, who also made 
their marks. 


The baptisms of only three children of Samuel and Sarah have been identified: 
e 11 July 1802 - Jos: son of S. & Sarah Crewe of Hatton Heath baptised at 
Waverton 
e 14 August 1808 - Mary daughter of Sam: Crewe labourer by Sarah his wife 
baptised at St Mary on the Hill (born 25 December 1807) 
e 5 May 1816 - Samuel son of Samuel & Sarah Crewe of Pepper Street, 
cowkeeper baptised at St Michael 


Sarah Crewe of Pepper Street was buried at St John the Baptist on 20 February 1840 
at the age of 60. 


Samuel Crewe was recorded in the 1841 census of Pepper Lane, Chester as a farmer 
in the 65-69 age group, along with Mary Crewe aged 28 and Ann Crewe whose age is 
unclear. 
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The 1851 census of Pepper Street includes Samuel Crewe as a cow keeper along with 
his 39-year-old “wife” Mary. However, no record has been found of Samuel marrying 
Mary and when Ann Huxley Crewe was baptised at St Michael on 7 June 1841 her 
mother was recorded as Mary Crewe, a spinster of the parish, with no father 
mentioned. Ann Huxley Crewe of Pepper Street, aged four months, was buried at St 
John the Baptist on 4 August 1841. 


The 1851 census states that Samuel was then aged 75 and that his birthplace was 
Chester. This is not consistent with him being born at Broxton but no christening 
record has been found at Chester itself of a person with that name at any time 
between 1741 and 1816. 


Samuel Crewe of Pepper Street, whose age was recorded as 76, was buried at St 
John the Baptist on 2 February 1853. His will, made on 16 December 1851, 
mentioned his daughter Mary and his two sons Joseph Crewe and Samuel Crewe. 
There is little doubt that the beneficiaries were the three children whose baptisms 
are listed above and the 1851 census was mistaken in recording Mary as Samuel’s 
wife instead of his daughter. Samuel made a mark when he married and also in his 
will, so he could not personally have completed or checked the census schedule. 


Samuel and Sarah’s children were: 


Baptised/born* | Married Died 
Joseph 1802 Elizabeth Jackson 1826 | 1876 Chester 
Mary 1807* 
Samuel 1816 Mary Mallon 1845 1893 Greenbank, 
Queensland 


Joseph Crewe - nephew 


Joseph was working as a joiner at the time of his marriage to Elizabeth Jackson at St 
Martin on 19 October 1826. They were described as bachelor and spinster of the 
parish and both signed their names in the register. The marriage produced three 
known children: 


Born Married Died 
Elizabeth | 1827 | n/a 1831 Chester 
Joseph 1829 | Mary Ann Podmore 1853 1897 Chester 
William 1833 | Christiana Richardson Cowap 1858 | 1904 Chester 


In 1841, Joseph was a cowkeeper living with his family at Linenhall Street, Chester. 
The 1851 census recorded them at Weavers Street and noted that Joseph was 
working as a butcher. Both his sons pursued that trade in Chester. 


At least four generations of the family continued with the same occupation as 
butchers in this direct sequence of fathers and sons: 

e Joseph (1802-1876) 

e Joseph (1829-1897) 

e Alfred (1863-1950) 

e Alfred Joseph (1905-1963) 
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These connections are confirmed by the obituary of Alfred Joseph Crewe that stated: 
‘Born in Chester, Mr. Crewe was a Master Butcher, having been in the trade all 
his life, having premises in Chester Public Market. The firm was started by Mr 
Crewe’s great grandfather.’ [3] 


Samuel Crewe - nephew 


Samuel's life followed a very different course to that of his brother. On 29 March 
1836, in a packed courtroom, he was convicted at Chester City Sessions of larceny 
by a servant and sentenced to transportation for 14 years. An apprentice of Thomas 
Cheers & Samuel Littler, who were linen drapers, he had served four and a half years 
of his seven-year term by the time he was discovered to have been in the habit of 
stealing a variety of property and passing the items on to a confederate, John 
Hitchen. A remarkable feature of the case was the extensive incriminating 
correspondence between the two culprits which they had not destroyed before they 
were arrested. [4] It was reported that ‘Neither of the prisoners had changed his 
careless, impudent bearing, but they conducted themselves throughout with trifling 
indifference, and received their sentence without emotion.’ [5] 


For the rest of his life, Samuel remained in Australia where he and his wife had a 
number of children. [6] 


Martha Crewe - sister 


The bishop’s transcript for the parish of Coddington records the baptism on 2 
December 1781 of ‘Martha daughter of Robert & Elizabeth Crew of Cutton’ [sic]. 


On 17 June 1808, the marriage took place at St Mary on the Hill of William Soorn of 
this parish, turner & Martha Crewe of this parish spinster by banns. Groom signed his 
name but the bride made her mark. The witnesses were G Wilding & Edward Bellis. 


Two children of William and Martha have been identified: 


Born Married Buried/died* 
John 1809 Mary Edwards 1835 | 1885* 
Martha c.1817 n/a 1821 


The death of William Soorn aged 57 was registered in September quarter 1840 at 
Great Boughton district. At the time of the 1841 census, Martha Soorn (in the 55-59 
age group) was living at Commonhall Street, Chester with her son John and his 
family. 


St Oswald parish register records the burial on 21 June 1848 of Martha Soorn of 
Watergate Street aged 66 years. 


Alice Crewe - sister 
Tilston parish register records the baptism on 30 December 1787 of Alice, daughter 


of Robert & Elizabeth Crewe, a pauper. The bishops transcript for that year adds the 
phrase ‘of Carden’. 
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On 12 September 1809, Abraham Broomhall, a cordwainer, married ‘Alice Crue’ at St 
Mary on the Hill. The register states that it was the first marriage for both of them 
and that they were both living in the parish. Abraham signed his name but Alice 
made her mark, which may explain the unusual spelling of her surname as it was 
recorded on that occasion. Their only child who has been identified is Hannah whose 
father was recorded as Abraham Broomhall, a shoemaker, when she married Joseph 
Barnes on 30 September 1839 at Holy Trinity. 


A tombstone lying down in the churchyard of St Oswald records ‘Abraham Broomhall 
died 13th September 1824 aged 35 years. Alice Broomhall died March 26th 1839 
aged 50 years’ and also the word ‘children’ but the rest of the inscription is no longer 
legible. 


Robert Crewe — brother 


Tilston parish register records the baptism on 30 January 1791 of ‘Robert, son of 
Robert & Elizabeth Crewe of Tilston, pauper’. 


On 5 May 1817, ‘Robert Crew plasterer’, a bachelor, married Hannah Lewis, a 
spinster, at St John the Baptist. They were both described as living in the parish and 
both made marks rather than signing their names in the register. 


The only two children of the couple who have been identified were both baptised at 
St John the Baptist: 


Baptised Married Buried 
Mary Ann 1818 
Henry 1820 n/a 1821 


Hannah, the wife of Robert Crewe, a slater of Castle Street, was aged 46 when she 
was buried at St John the Baptist on 23 April 1834. 


‘Robert Crew’ appears in the 1851 census at Chester House of Industry as a pauper 
who had worked as a slater and plasterer and a widower aged 66 who had been born 
at Tilston. His age was recorded as 60 when he was buried at St Oswald in 1853, but 
as 67 when his death was registered in that year in Great Boughton district. In fact, 
the death took place some 62 years after Robert’s baptism in January 1791. 


Mary Crewe - sister 


Mary, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth Crewe was baptised at Tilston on 6 April 
1794. 


For a matter of decades, Mary worked as a live-in servant for Hugh Calveley (c.1782- 
1868), a retired lieutenant of militia, and his niece Maria Wynne (c.1807-1876). In 
the 1841 and 1851 census, their home was at Northgate Street, Chester but by the 
1861 census they had moved to Watergate Street. Ten years later, the census 
recorded Mary at 1 Nicholas Street Mews, working as the cook for Maria Wynne. 
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Mary Crewe, a domestic servant aged 82, died at Watergate Street on 2 December 
1875, having been paralysed for one month. She was buried in the same grave as 
George Crewe and his daughter-in-law Hannah; Mary is still registered as owner of 
the plot. Her will, dated 13 June 1872, proves that Mary was a sister of George 
Crewe. She left £25 plus accrued interest to each of her great nephews, George, 
Rowland and Joseph Crewe, the children of her late nephew Philip Crewe, on their 
attaining the ages of 25 years. Other legacies were made to Elizabeth Anne Smith 
(daughter of the late Alexander Smith) and to Emily Valentina Harrison and Beatrice 
Elizabeth Harrison (daughters of the Rev Philip Henry Harrison), to the Governors of 
Chester Infirmary and to the Trustees of the Blue Coat School. The residue was left 
to Maria Wynne, spinster of Chester, whom Mary appointed as her sole executrix. 
The value of Mary’s effects was assessed as under £1,000. Mary made a mark 
instead of signing the will. 


George Crewe 


According to census returns, George Crewe was born at Carden (1861 & 1871) or 
Tilston (1851). His baptism is not recorded on the Tilston parish register but the will 
of Mary Crewe (1794-1875) confirms that he was her brother and her christening 
record states that her parents, and therefore George’s, were Robert and Elizabeth 
Crewe. The only George Crew(e) with a father called Robert who was christened in 
Cheshire between 1790 and 1810 was George, son of Robert Crew (a labourer) of 
George Street, at St Oswald on 18 September 1796. 


1796 is about two years before the birth date indicated by the census returns, but 
there can be no real doubt that the 1796 baptism was of Mary’s brother and that 
either George was born at Carden/Tilston but baptised at Chester or alternatively he 
wrongly thought he was born at Carden/Tilston as his family came from that area. It 
is likely that in his youth George would have visited the Tilston area to see relations 
still living there. It appears that his maternal grandparents lived at Tilston until the 
end of their lives, as its parish register records the burial of ‘George Roland’ on 2 July 
1805 and of ‘Mary Rowland aged 79’ on 3 December 1807. 


On 4 June 1811, George was apprenticed with the consent of his father to Ann 
Swinnerton, a turner of Chester, for a period of seven years. This engagement was 
short-lived, as on 1 January 1812 another indenture bound George as apprentice to 
William Soorn, also a turner of Chester, again for a term of seven years. George’s 
new master was his brother-in-law whom his sister Martha had married in 1808. 


20 October 1819 was an important day in George's life. It was then that this record 
was entered in the Mayor’s Book at Chester: 
‘George Crewe, Turner, was admitted and sworn into the liberties and 
Franchises of this city as late apprentice to William Soorn of the same City, 
Turner’. [1] 


Having completed his apprenticeship, George became a Freeman, a member of the 
Joiners’, Carvers’ & Turners’ Company and a member of the Assembly which 
governed Chester under the Mayor. He also qualified as an elector under the 
franchise that then determined who could vote in Chester’s parliamentary elections. 
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Chester is some 37 miles from the centre of Manchester, whose population grew 
rapidly in the early nineteenth century, increasing from 89,211 in 1811 to 160,485 
twenty years later. Within a few years of his marriage, George moved to Manchester. 


The register of St Mary’s church (now Manchester Cathedral) records that on 18 


February 1824, George Crewe (bachelor, a woodturner) married Mary Bradbury 
(spinster). George signed his name in the register and Mary made her mark. 
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George and Mary’s known children were: 


Baptised/born* | Married Died 
Alice 1825 n/a 1839 
Robert 1827 
Elizabeth 1830 Henry Evans 1853 1869 
Philip 1832 Hannah Roberts 1856 | 1869 
James 1835 n/a 1908 
Thomas 1838 * 


The baptism of Alice took place at the same church as the parents’ wedding on 19 
June 1825 but by 14 October 1827, when George and Mary’s son Robert was 
christened, the family had returned to Chester and were living at George Street. 


The next three baptism records for George’s children give his residences as 
Backbrook Street (1830) and St Werburgh Street (1832 & 1835). When Thomas was 
born, the family were living at Smith’s Buildings, Northgate Street. They were still to 
be found at Northgate Street in 1839 when Alice, who worked as a silk winder, died 
on 7 March of ‘fever on the brain’. However, by the 1841 census George had moved 
with his wife and five surviving children the short distance to St Werburgh’s Place in 
the extra-parochial precincts of Chester Cathedral. 


George sometimes had difficulty in obtaining payment for his work. The County 
Quarter Sessions held at Chester on 30 November 1846 heard charges brought 
against Mr Dunstan, the Governor of Chester Castle. In a case ‘which had brought so 
unusually a large muster of magistrates together’, a variety of financial and other 
irregularities by the Governor were alleged. The list of allegations included ‘The 
improper discharge of tradesmen in the employ of the county, to whom the governor 
owed money in his private character.’ The report of evidence from J Taylor, 
taskmaster at the gaol, included ‘Mr Crewe, a turner, had a bill against him (Mr 
Duncan, the Governor) for work done for the county : and he sent it in several times, 
and sent for the money. Mr. Dunstan told witness that Crewe was no longer to be 
dealt with. He thought it a great injustice at the time : and, a long time afterwards 
he put that man’s name down to supply articles again, and Mr Duncan passed over it 
(allowed it) : and Crewe was now again employed for the county.’ Evidence from 
Benjamin Richardson, turnkey included the statement that ‘Mr. Dunstan told him not 
to go near George Crewe, as he had been insulting him’. George Crewe, turner, said 
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that he ‘applied to Mr Duncan for £2 owing by the county, and as he could not get it, 
he wrote to Mr. Duncan threatening to write to the magistrates about it, and he then 
got the money’. [2] 


In the 1851 census, George’s address was given as Abbey Place and he was 
accompanied by three children, all of whom were working - Elizabeth as a 
dressmaker, Philip as a wood turner and James as a clockmaker. The youngest child, 
Thomas, was not recorded at home as he was a scholar boarding at the Blue Coat 
Hospital — a charity school at Upper Northgate Street. 


In 1861, George was living on his own at St Werburgh’s Mount; at that stage, he was 
employing two men. 


1869 was an unhappy year for George. His children Elizabeth and Philip died only 15 
days apart from each other, their deaths both being announced in the 25 September 
issue of the ‘Chester Chronicle’. 


George Crewe died at home in St Werburgh’s Street on 22 April 1872 and was buried 
at Chester General Cemetery (grave number 10635). The cause of death was 
certified as ‘senectus syncope’ which points to old age and fainting. His final illness 
lasted for half an hour and so may well have involved a heart attack or stroke. 


George Crewe’s house and its neighbours were demolished shortly after he died and 
replaced by the row of half-timbered shops currently standing there, facing the south 
transept of Chester Cathedral. Shortly before the old houses were pulled down, 
Thomas Hughes, one of the residents, commissioned the noted artist Louise Rayner 
(1832-1924) to paint two watercolours of the houses at St Werburgh’s Mount. One of 
these works features a fascia board that reads ‘G Crewe, Wood Turner’. 
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Mary Bradbury - wife 


The register of Altrincham Wesleyan Methodist church states that Mary, daughter of 
George and Margaret Bradbury of Altrincham, was born on 15 November 1803 and 
baptised at that church 14 days later. The only sibling of whom a record has been 
found is her brother Thomas who had been born and then baptised at the same 
church in the previous year. The parents appear to have been George Bradbury, a 
hatter, and Margaret Potts who were both living in the parish of Bowdon when they 
married at that parish church on 2 September 1800. The parish of Bowdon was 
extensive and, although in 1799 the church of St George Altrincham was established 
as a Chapel of ease, Altrincham remained a part of Bowdon parish until 1860. 


The register of Altrincham chapelry records the burial on 20 June 1813 of ‘Margaret 
Bradbury of Stockport aged 33’, so it is highly probable that this event left Mary 
motherless when not yet ten years old. 


Altrincham, 30 miles north-east of Chester, grew rapidly during the 19th century. 
The 1801 census reported the population of Altrincham sub-district (which extended 
beyond the borough itself) as 6,583. By 1851, the number of inhabitants had almost 
doubled to 12,753. Spurred on by the arrival of the railway in 1849, there was major 
growth in the 1850s, resulting in the figure of 18,214 residents counted in the 1861 
enumeration. Some of the new housing constructed during this period was to be 
found in a network of terraced housing at Newtown in the southern part of the built- 
up area. In the 1851 census Mary Crewe, then working as a charwoman, was listed 
as a visitor in the household of Betty Foster, which was situated at ‘Islington’. 


George's wife was evidently the person recorded in the 1861 census as Mary Crew, a 
boarder in the household of William Lambe at 12 Paradise Street (the next road to 
Islington Street) still a charwoman but whose birth place was inaccurately recorded 
as Northwich, Cheshire. In both the 1851 and 1861 censuses, Mary and George 
Crewe described themselves as married, though it appears that they had actually 
parted company on a permanent basis before the earlier of these enumerations. 


For the last three years of her life, Mary suffered from cancer, leading to her death 
on 13 July 1867 at Paradise Street. Matthew Chill, the informant when Mary’s demise 
was registered, does not appear to be a relative and mistakenly described her as the 
‘wife of John Crewe a Wood Turner’. Bowdon parish register records the burial of 
‘Mary Crewe of Altrincham aged 64’ as taking place three days after her death. 
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In 1852, a set of detailed plans commissioned by Altrincham’s newly-formed Board 
of Health were completed. They show every building in the township and were 
intended as the basis for improvements to the very poor conditions in which many of 
its inhabitants had to live. A Town in Crisis: Altrincham in the Mid-Nineteenth 
Century by Don Bayliss includes excellent images of each of the plans, along with 
their historical background, a commentary on each sheet and other material. [7] 
Pages 26 and 27 of this work with their associated plans provide a detailed insight 
into the miserable environment in which Mary lived during the latter part of her life. 


This map of Newtown dates from 1876. [8] 


¥, “ 


Elizabeth Crewe - daughter 


When Elizabeth, daughter of George & Mary Crewe was baptised on 6 June 1830 at 
St Oswald, her father was recorded as a turner of Backbrook Street. 


On 8 March 1853 she married Henry Evans (1830-1896) at St John the Baptist, both 
bride and groom signing their names in the register. At that time Henry was parish 
clerk of Audlem, some 25 miles south-east of Chester. He had been born at Chester, 
second of the six children of Robert Evans and his wife Ann Jones. 


The children of Elizabeth and Henry were: 


Born Married Died 
Felix Henry 1854 n/a 1855 
Herbert Henry 1855 n/a 1882 
Mary Ann 1860 Charles Frederick Read 1888 | 1949 
Robert Watkin Edward | c.1863 | Eliza Alice Sharpe 1885 
George Henry 1866 n/a 1880 
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It was at Audlem that Elizabeth and Henry’s first child was christened and buried. 
Herbert Henry was also born at Audlem but by the time he was baptised at St 
Oswald on 3 September 1856, the family had moved to St Werburgh’s Mount where 
they were presumably living with George. Henry Evans was working as a railway 
porter when his daughter Mary Ann was born at St Werburgh’s Mount on 24 April 
1860. The 1861 census records the Evans family at 29 St James’ Road. They were 
still living in Chester when Robert was born but had moved to 10 King Street (now 
King & Queen Street) at Walworth in south London by the time George Henry was 
born at that address on 22 July 1866. 


Elizabeth Evans died of phthisis (tuberculosis or another respiratory complaint) and 
ulceration of the stomach on 27 August 1869, also at 10 King Street. Since George 
Henry’s birth, his father had progressed from being a porter to a railway inspector. 


Philip Crewe - son 


When Philip, the son of George and Mary Crewe was baptised at St Oswald on 25 
December 1832, his father was recorded as a turner of St Werburgh Street. 


On 23 December 1856, he married Hannah Roberts, the daughter of John Roberts, a 
labourer, at St Oswald and signed his name in the register. Hannah inscribed her 
mark. 


Philip & Hannah Crewe 


Census evidence disagrees about precisely where Hannah had been born, with these 
places recorded in the years shown (the latter three are located close to each other): 

e Chester (1861) 

e Mold, Flintshire (1871) 

e Buckley, Flintshire (1881 & 1911) 

e Hawarden, Flintshire (1891 & 1901) 
The parish register of Mold records the baptism on 27 June 1833 of Hannah, 
daughter of John and Jane Roberts of Bistre. Hannah’s grandchildren Muriel Jackson 
and Robert Jackson recalled visiting the Roberts family home at Alltami, which is 
about one mile north of Bistre. 
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Philip and Hannah’s children were: 


Born Married Died 
George 1857 Jane Wilson 1880 1933 
Jane 1859 n/a 1865 
John 1860 Jane Agnes Barber 1889 | 1947 
Rowland 1863 Eliza Cole 1889 1945 
Alice 1865 n/a 1866 
Joseph 1867 Edith Eliza Barber 1896 1947 
Ann 1870 Robert Jackson 1897 1957 


Philip Crewe was admitted as a freeman of Chester in 1859. Both when he married 
and at the time of the 1861 census, he was working as a wood turner. That census 
recorded him at 7 Catheralls Buildings, Canal Side with his wife, three children and 
his brother Thomas. When on 2 October 1866 Philip reported the death of his 
daughter Alice his address was recorded as Abbey Buildings. 


Philip had been suffering from phthisis for 12 months before his death at St 
Werburgh’s Mount on 11 September 1869. It was not until 1 February of the 
following year that Hannah gave birth to their youngest child. Hannah and her five 
surviving children were living with George Crewe at 22 St Werburgh’s Mount at the 
time of the 1871 census. 


Joseph Crewe (1867-1947) Ann Crewe (1870-1957) 


The 1881 census records Hannah as an annuitant residing at 60 Princess Street with 
her children Rowland and Ann and also a lodger named Anne Ward. Ten years later, 
precisely the same individuals were living at the same address, Joseph having by 
then graduated to be the “head” of the household. 
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In 1901, the census listed Hannah Crewe as ‘living on means’ at 64 Princess Street, 
accompanied by two visitors. 1911 was the final census in Hannah’s lifetime. It 
recorded her living at Avenham, Dee Banks (now 20 Private Walk) as a ‘boarder’ in 
the household of her son-in-law Robert Jackson. 


Hannah Crewe of Dee Banks aged 85 was buried at Overleigh cemetery on 10 July 
1918 in the same grave as George Crewe and his sister Mary. 


James Crewe - son 


James was baptised at St Oswald on 18 October 1835, the son of George and Mary 
Crewe of ‘Werburgh’s Street’. 


James had left the family home by the time of the 1861 census when he was a 
journeyman watchmaker boarding at the house of Emma Spencer, a jeweller living at 
Eastgate Street. 


By the 1871 census, James had moved to Nottingham and was lodging in the house 
of John Lowe at 8 Dundas Terrace, working as a watch finisher. Dundas Terrace 
stood on one side of a turning off the east side of Dryden Street, close to the modern 
development called Dundas Close. 


He has not been found in the 1881 census, but ten years later was living at 100 
Aldersgate Street in the City of London and working as a watchmaker. The 1901 
census lists James Crewe aged 63 and born at Chester occupying two rooms at the 
same address. He worked there on his own account as a ‘chronometer & 
watchmaker’. 


The register of deaths at City of London Union Infirmary, Bow Road includes that of 
James Crewe aged 71, who succumbed to bronchitis on 25 January 1908. His body 
was ‘taken by friends’ three days later but the place of burial has not been identified. 
‘Taken by friends’ does not rule out relatives being involved, as the ‘Remarks’ column 
of the register contains only two options, the other being ‘buried by the Guardians’ 
(i.e. aS a pauper). The 1901 census stated that James was single, so it appears that 
he never married. His estate was probably modest, as no will was proved and nor 
was administration granted. 


In October 2011, a dark stained mahogany longcase clock made by James Crewe 
was sold at Bigwood auction for £1,200. It was described as ‘having sliding hood with 
arched glazed door and flank pilasters, triple panel waist door and moulded plinth, 8- 
day English three train mechanism with five hammer musical strike, anchor 
escapement faced by a brass dial with subsidiary chime/gongs - seconds and 
strike/silent, 2.24m high’. 


Thomas Crewe - son 
The most recent reference found to Thomas is in the 1861 census when he was living 


in the household of his brother Philip and working as a clock maker. He has not been 
found in a subsequent census, so presumably Thomas emigrated or died young. 


20 


George Crewe (1796-1872) and his family 
by Francis Howcutt © 2024 
This work is openly licenced via CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. 


https: 


Appendix A: Descent of Mary Ann Evans from Richard Crewe 


Richard CREWE 

born c.1712 

married 1739 Chester Cathedral 
buried 1789 Farndon 


Robert CREWE 

baptised 1748 Bunbury 

married 1775 Tilston 

buried 1821 Chester St Oswald 


George CREWE 

born c.1796 Tilston 
married 1824 Manchester 
died 1872 Chester 


Elizabeth CREWE 

baptised 1830 Chester St Oswald 
married 1853 Chester St John 
died 1869 Walworth 


Mary Ann EVANS 
born 1860 Chester 
married 1888 Walworth 
died 1949 Croydon 


creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0 


Mary WALLEY 


buried 1791 Farndon 


Elizabeth ROWLAND 
baptised 1755 Tilston 


buried 1823 Chester St Oswald 


Mary BRADBURY 
born 1803 Altrincham 


died 1867 Altrincham 


Henry EVANS 
baptised 1830 Chester St John 


died 1896 Bermondsey 


Charles Frederick READ 
born 1862 Walworth 


died 1950 Croydon 


Mary Ann Evans & Charles Frederick Read 
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Notes 


[1] Mayor’s Book; 20 October 1819. 

[2] Chester Chronicle, 4 December 1846, p. 3, columns 1-4. 

[3] Cheshire Observer, 2 February 1963, p. 17 column 6. 

[4] Chester Chronicle, 25 December 1835, p. 3, columns 4&5. 

[5] Chester Chronicle, 1 April 1836, p. 3, column 2. 

[6] Logan and Albert Advocate, 7 October 1893, p. 2. This stated that Samuel Mort 
Crewe of Mortlake died on 27 September 1893 in the Greenbank locality at the age 
of 79. It noted that his wife had predeceased him by 14 years and that he was the 
father of Mrs M Daly of the Sovereign Hotel, Brisbane, of Mr G Crewe, Beaudesert & 
Mrs McMillan of Croydon. 

[7] A Town in Crisis: Altrincham in the Mid-Nineteenth Century by Don Bayliss (Hale 


Altrincham- in-the-Mid-C19th- Don- Bayliss-2006-PDF-2015-Full-Size. pdf 


[8] Ordnance Survey map of Newtown, Altrincham, surveyed in 1876, published 
1878. Courtesy of the National Library of Scotland. 
https://maps.nls.uk/view/228800057 


Maps 
The National Library of Scotland hosts enormous online sets of Ordnance Survey 


maps for England and Wales as well as Scotland from the 19th and 20th centuries. 
The collection can be seen and downloaded free of charge, most of the sheets being 
out-of-copyright. Their coverage and available dates can be explored by drilling down 
from this link: https://maps.nls.uk/os/ Of particular interest is the set of large-scale 
town plans, which can be explored by zooming in on the map of England and Wales 
that can be found at this link: https://maps.nls.uk/os/townplans-england/ The 1:500 
scale sheets for the City of Chester are based on surveys carried out in the 1870s 
and provide much detail about the location and character of places connected with 
members of the Crewe family. 
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